
In today’s all-consuming digital age it is 
very easy to forget what’s underneath it 
all, the common current and foundation 
behind all existence: The Earth, and our 
connectivity with it.

Thirty-year-old Charisse Baker, has for 
some time now, been on the rugged path 
towards conscience consumerism. She 
has a vision of a world where all – or at 
least more – consumption is carried out 
with respect to the planet.

After selling her own engagement ring 
to start up her charity, she began fuelling 
what she believes to be her life purpose, 
in April 2012: the Fleetwood Initiative was 
borne.

The charity was named after her late 
mother, Penelope Fleetwood, whose 
cherished values Charisse is now working 
to perpetuate. Backed by her partner 
Rob, also a philanthropist, who shares her 
passion and vision, this fledgling charity 
has some major aspirations.

The Fleetwood Initiative intends to create 
retreats for recovery and recuperation, 
combined with artists’ residencies at key 
global destinations, to promote both the 
arts and healing in one space.

They are currently curating their first 
site off the south coast, at Milford-on-
sea, renovating a listed building at one 
of the country’s key historic and most 
picturesque spots: to be revealed in 
summer 2013.

With particular emphasis on participatory 
and connective arts, the charity aims 
to raise awareness of ecological and 
environmental issues, globally. Charisse 
believes that artists are agents for change.

The Initiative also aims to educate and 
inspire the principles of permaculture and 
spirituality through art and participatory 
training. They will be offering space and 
frameworks for workshops covering the 
theory and practice of permaculture, 
social business and connective arts 
practice.

With the ultimate aim of becoming a hub 
for those interested in self-sufficient living 
and lovers of the land, they will eventually 
provide a wealth of resources and 
facilities, giving people a solid starting 
point for change.

They already fund various small projects, 
their most recent being a global 
participatory arts initiative based in the UK.

This social sculpture project is working to 
elicit creative responses to the ecological 
crisis, by encouraging new ways of 
perceiving our relationship to the world.

They have also compiled a few research 
documentaries along their journey to tie 
in with their core principles, the latest 
covering a permaculture principles design 
course in Devon.

Earlier this year they documented their 
experience with an organic farm activist 
at his farm in Salt Spring Island, British 

Columbia; in addition to their time at 
O.U.R. Ecovillage (One United Resource), 
on Vancouver Island: an intentional, 
permaculture based, sustainable 
community.

The preservation, protection and 
replenishment of the natural environment 
by encouraging the education and 
understanding of its inter-relationship 
with the social, economic, and 
technological landscape are the key 
foundations of this charity.

Their main objective at this stage is to 
discover how best to shape their practice 
and employ resources, in line with the 
changing needs of society and the planet, 
for the greater good. They are currently 
inviting charity mentors to help assist in 
shaping their future.

Charisse’s extensive background in the 
arts, combined with an MA in social 
sculpture, not to mention an innate 
love of the land, sets the stage for this 
philanthropic venture.

All donations go directly towards the 
charity’s key projects.

Yashmin Ismail

For more information visit 
www.fleetwoodinitiative.org
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